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Amos 5:16-6:14

The Danger of Living a Fantasy Faith

“Following Jesus is not about you and me.  Being a Christian is not about us; it’s not about our self-esteem. It’s about our being sick of our sin and our desperations for forgiveness.  It is about seeing Christ as the priceless Savior from sin and death and hell, so that we willingly give up as much as it takes, even if it cots us our families, our marriages, and whatever else we cherish and possess.”  
John MacArthur, Hard to Believe
“You were created to be free.  If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you’re also called to be free. Yet to experience this freedom, there must first be an uprising – a revolution of the soul.” 
Erwin McManus, Stand Against the Wind 

“What Satan put into the heads of our remote ancestors was the idea that they could ‘be like gods’ – could set up on their own as if they had created themselves – be their own masters – invest some sort of happiness for themselves outside of God, apart from God.  And out of that hopeless attempt has come nearly all that we call human history – money, poverty, ambition, war, prostitution, classes, empires, slavery – the long terrible story of man trying to find something other than God which will make him happy.”  
C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

If ______ is Indeed _______, Then We Will Surely ______  ______ It

Outline
Not Like You Think

· God Clarifies the Cause of His Coming (5:16-20)

First Things First

· God Reminds Them that He Wants Justice More Than Sacrifice (5:21-27)

Blessed to Death

· Israel is Guilty of  Living in Ignorant Luxury (6:1-7)

I Am God!

· God’s Wrath Comes Upon Israel’s Heinous Arrogance (6:8-14)
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DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for Heart and Spirit
1) Does God still punish people for sin? On earth? How? When? Who? You?

2) Do you ever experience the fear of the Lord? The respect kind? The afraid for your life kind? How do you square God’s love and God’s judgment?

3) Why does God abhor pride and complacence? What are their opposites?

 
Questions for the Mind
  1) Read: Amos 5:16-20; Proverbs 1:1-7; John 15:9-17
· In the Amos text, is the presence of God desirable? Why or why not?  

· Under what conditions might the presence of God be scary to you personally or to Bridgeway as a religious community?

· There is much less talk of the fear of God in the New Testament. Did God change? How does a Christian practice fear of the Lord?

· In the John passage, what is the condition of Christ’s love? Are the concepts of God’s unconditional love and fear of the Lord compatible?

 2) Read: Amos 5:21-27; Jeremiah 22:15-17; Ephesians 2:1-10; James 2:14-26
· In the Amos text, what does Israel lack that makes their worship unpleasant to God? What might you lack that God desperately wants?

· In the Jeremiah text, what does it mean to “know God?” What lifestyle is contrasted to knowing God? Where do you fit in?

· How do you reconcile the Ephesians and James texts? What does living faith look like? By what deeds this week do you demonstrate your faith?

  3) Read: Amos 6:1-14; Proverbs 28:1-16; Micah 6:8
· List some of the lifestyle choices described in Amos 6:3-6. What’s the result for Israel?

· How would Amos’ audience react to a public reading of the Proverbs text? Would they hear “good advice” or see their own lives in the text?

· What are the pride and complacence of Amos hearers keeping them from doing? (The Micah text will help if you are having difficulty here)

Application
· Ask God to help you cultivate a holy fear of the Lord. Pray over the last year or so of your life and look for things that could displease God? Look for God’s judgment. Pray for mercy.

· Do something for needy people.

· Take a look around your bathroom, kitchen, and bedroom. Immediately read Amos 6:4-6. Ask God to humble you, to give you compassion, and to help you to do the good deeds God has prepared in advance for you to do. Thank God for His mercy and unrelenting love for us in Christ Jesus. 

