Closing Your Compass

Amos Series – Pt. 2
1/19/08-1/20/08

Amos 2:4-3:15

What Happens When You Ignore God
“Over and over again I have left home (in Christ). I have fled the hands of blessing and run off to faraway places searching for love!  This is the great tragedy of my life and of the lives of so many I meet on my journey. Somehow I have become deaf to the voice that calls me the Beloved, have left the only place where I can hear that voice, and have gone off desperately hoping that I would find somewhere else what I could no longer find at home….I leave home every time I lose faith in the voice that calls me the Beloved and follow the voices that offer a great variety of ways to win the love I so much desire…and I am constantly developing strategies to defend myself and thereby assure myself of the love I think I need and deserve. And in so doing I move far away from my father’s home and choose to dwell in a ‘distant country.’  
Henri Nouwen, The Return of the Prodigal Son

“When You Ignore Reality, You Only Have One Option: Fantasy” 

“As salt we should season our world with the celebrant, confident, optimistic, and joyous nature of our position and privileges in Jesus. Because of all we have in Jesus, life is rich and free. By contrast, ultimately, life without Jesus is hollow, tasteless, and an empty pursuit…but we act as preservers as well. The drift toward decadence should be checked because followers of Jesus are present. Being salt means that we are better citizens who influence public policy, sit on school boards, occupy judicial benches, vote regularly, and speak out humbly yet clearly about morality and justice…This call to salt and light our world insists that we get beyond ourselves and our cloisters and intentionally connect with our world on His behalf.” 
Joseph Stowell, The Trouble with Jesus
Ignoring God _________ You Into Some ____________ Places

Outline
· Where We Went Wrong: Judah is Judges for Going Astray (Amos 2:4-5)

· Marring His Image: Israel is Judged for Treating People Like Property (Amos 2:6-8)

· A Spoiled Brat: God Recounts His Kindness & Their Disdain for It (Amos 2:9-12)

· No Matter How Hard You Try: Defeat is Prophesied Over Israel (Amos 2:13-16)

· Good News & Bad News: The Benefits and Challenges of Home (Amos 3:1-2)

· …So Let It Be Done: God’s Sovereign Will is Revealed (Amos 3:3-8)

· Too Far Gone: Nations Are Invited to See Israel’s Demise (Amos 3:9-10)

· Destruction is Sure: God States the Destruction of Israel with Surety (Amos 3:11-15)
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Questions for the Heart and Spirit    

1) Has God ever used you to speak a hard word to someone? How was it received? What was the outcome?

2) Has anyone spoken a difficult, but timely, word to you? How did you receive it? How did it ultimately impact your life? 
3) Are Christians held to a different standard than non-believers? Do the same rules apply to all nations? 
4) If we know God’s word and still refuse to obey, should we expect His blessing?  Does this apply equally to individuals and nations? As Christians, what role do we play? 
Questions for the Mind       

1) Read: Amos 2:4-5, Gen 12:1-3, Lev 26:12-16, Jer 16:19-20, Psalm 40:4, Luke 12:48
· Through Amos, God had already spoken to 6 Gentile nations. Was the basis of Israel and Judah’s judgment different from that of the Gentile nations? 
· Even though Judah and Israel were now 2 separate nations, what was their common bond?

· Should these 2 nations be held more accountable to God? Why or why not?

2) Read:  Amos 2:6-8, 3:10; Ex 20:3-5, 22:26-27,23:6; Lev 20:11-12; Deut 6:17-19, 15:7-11, 24:6,12,13.
· List 5 specific sins that God is condemning Israel for.

· Were these sins more grievous to God then those of the Gentile nations? Why or why not?
· What had happened to these covenant nations? Do you see similarities in our world today? In America? 

· Did Israel recognize how far they had fallen from God’s laws?
· Did they not see the judgment coming? Why or why not?

· What warning would the prophet give the world today?

3) Read: Amos 3:1-7, Deut 7:6-7, Gen 18:17-19, Psalm 25:14, Jn 15:15-16

· What do these verses say about God and Israel? What is the general tone of the verses?

· What is the meaning of the 7 rhetorical questions in the Amos passage? Think about each of the word pictures he describes.

· Even though God is angry at His children, He is patient and merciful. How is this demonstrated in these verses?
Application     

· Amos did not hold the “office” of prophet, he was just an ordinary man with an ordinary job, but God gave him a vision and a difficult mission (his name means “burden-bearer“). Spend time in prayer and asking God what He would have you do.

· Is there an area of your life where you have slipped into complacency? Have other concerns or idols taken God’s place in your life? Take time to read God’s word and ask him to speak to your heart, then take the next step. God will definitely lead you!
